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Getting started  

• Do you prefer a life that changes often or one filled with order and predictability? 
• What in your life gives you the most peace and happiness? 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Talking it over 

• Why do you think it seems that most American Christians live as though following Jesus shouldn’t cost us anything? (loss of 
job, alienation at work or school, eradication of God from public life, etc.) 

• What do you think all the suffering and struggling Jesus and his disciples experienced was for? Why didn’t God choose another 
way to accomplish his goals? (read John 16:16-33; their grief will turn to joy) 

• What have you learned in this series about loving everyone, not just those who are easy to love? 
• This has been a challenging and, at times, a controversial series. What has challenged you or bothered you most about it?   

  
 Read John 18:19-24 (Jesus being questioned by the High Priest) 

• What can you learn here from how Jesus responded to the questions about himself? (He was honest and unapologetic about 
who he was and what he said about himself. He made a point to remind them that he played no games with them and 
was always honest about who he was. What they were asking him was nothing new that he hadn’t already spoken 
about publicly. There were many witnesses. In other words, be bold, honest and take what comes in response.) 

• Is it hard or easy for you to do this when faced with a situation of explaining your faith and who Jesus is?  
 
 Read John 18:28-40 (Jesus being questioned by Pilate) 

• What do you say to someone who equates loving nonbelievers with agreeing with them in their unbelief? 
• Why do you think the Jewish leaders became so entrenched in their unbelief in Jesus as the Messiah? (Misunderstood the 

scriptures all along? Lust for power and the way of life they designed for themselves, honest mistake???) 
• How much do you think others and culture influences our beliefs? How important is actual evidence in what we believe or are we 

more influenced by societal and peer pressure? 
• What role did Jesus say evidence played in proving who he was? (John 18:20-21) 
• Share an example when Jesus turned away a sincere seeker regardless of what they believed at the time. 

 
If we don’t engage because of fear or prejudice, what changes? 

(Discuss this statement before you close) 
 
Pray 
Open up a time of encouragement and remind everyone that this group is a safe place to share life.   
 
 

Maury hills community group 
Sermon studies 

I think it’s appropriate that at the end of this challenging series we finish with the all-important question, “What is truth?” So many do 
not realize how crucial that question is far more than political or scientific beliefs. Not for the first time in history but since the late 90’s, 
that question has been scrutinized, watered down, battled over and shows no sign of slowing down. Everything is open to question, 
including the validity and teachings of Jesus. Again, this is not the first time in history but our culture has driven hard toward believing 
in everything yet believing in nothing. Staking your claim in something these days brings criticism, insult, and alienation if it’s the 
wrong thing that culture has deemed unacceptable. We are finding more and more that, like Jesus, taking a stand may cost us 
dearly. 


