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Good news!  My sermon podcast from last Sunday has shattered the record for number of 
downloads for a single week.  I usually average about 30-40 downloads.  Last week’s message 
was downloaded over 200 times!  That moved our church into the top 25 of religious podcasts 
on Podomatic.com.  I bring that up just to point out that this is definitely a topic that Christians 
are interested in.  I’ve questioned the idea of dedicating an entire series to women’s role but 
it’s an important question within our culture and our faith and people sincerely want to know 
what God’s Word has to say about this.  So welcome back to all of you and welcome to 
everyone who’s joining us online.     

 

One of the big questions I had last week was what kind of feedback have you received?  What 
they’re really asking is “did you get any nasty emails?”  I hate to disappoint you but I would say 
that 98% of the feedback from last week was positive.  That doesn’t surprise me.  I know this 
congregation and I know some of you have probably wanted to hit the “send button” but first 
you’re going to give me a fair hearing and you’re going to study the Scriptures for yourself 
before you jump to any conclusions.  I appreciate that.  I think it’s a mature attitude.  Of course, 
once you’ve given it some thought and study, I welcome your feedback.  You can send me an 
email me or write a note on the back of the card.  The only thing I ask is that you sign your 
name.  It’s hard to have dialogue with an anonymous person so I don’t normally pay much 
attention to it.  However, there was one comment from last week that I want to share with you.  
I think it was intended as a rebuttal of last week’s message but the irony is that I agree with this 
person.  Last Sunday I talked a lot about how times have changed and those changes have 
forced the church to respond.  Well this person wrote on the back of their card that “Time has 
changed, but the Bible has not!”   

 

Amen!!  I couldn’t agree with you more!  The Bible is the inspired Word of God.  It is timeless 
and true.  It’s the challenge of every generation to speak the unchanging Word into an ever-
changing culture.  That’s what we’re attempting to do on this issue.  I would add one corollary 
though…“Interpretations change, but God’s will does not.”  In other words, there are certain 
passages in the Bible that I understand differently than I used to, either through study or 
maturity or a better grasp of the ancient languages or the historical context.  That doesn’t mean 
that God changed his mind, it means that I changed mine.  I came to a better understanding of 
his will and therefore adjusted my beliefs and practices.  That’s the proper way to approach 
Scripture and it happens to every believer.  If you read through book of Acts you’ll see several 
examples where early believers (Peter and Paul) had to adjust their traditions or interpretations 
to bring them more in line with God’s will.   
 
That’s our challenge for this study. We want to discover what God’s Word says concerning 
women in the church and if you ever want to do see what the Bible has to say about a 
particular topic there’s a good place to start…in the beginning!  Open your Bibles to Genesis 1.   
This is the creation story and it is foundational to understanding a woman’s role in the church.  
Both of the passages about women in the New Testament go back to the creation story as the 



basis for their teaching so how you interpret Genesis 1-3 has a lot to do with how you’ll 
interpret the New Testament.  Egalitarians see nothing in the text to suggest that leadership is 
exclusive to males, but complementarians do.  Let’s read it and see what we think.  As we’re 
reading, the central question to ask, is there anything in Genesis that teaches us that male 
headship or female subordination?  “Then God said, “Let us make man in Our image,…” (Gen 
1:26a).  The word man here is the Hebrew word “adam” which doesn’t refer to Adam the 
individual or the male gender but here “man” refers to mankind.  The NRSV reads ”let us make 
humankind in our image” and that’s closer to the original meaning.   
 
“Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  God created man in His own image, 
in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.  God blessed them; 
and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth.” (Gen 1:26-28).  A couple of important things here.  First, both male and female are 
made in the image of God (v. 27).  Second, both male and female are given dominion over the 
earth (v. 28).  Both are commanded to rule over the earth and subdue it.  That is not an 
exclusive male right as it is sometimes taught.  It’s given to both genders.  As a matter of fact, in 
Genesis 1 there is no distinction between the genders other than the mention that there is 
male and female.  Otherwise, no order is suggested here.  No differentiated roles are suggested 
but both are created equally and given the same commands.   
 
“Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living being.” (Gen 2:7).  Here the word “adam” is used more 
in the singular sense and it does suggest gender.  ”The Lord God planted a garden toward the 
east, in Eden; and there He placed the man whom He had formed…Then the Lord God said, “It 
is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.” (Gen 2:8, 18).  
The Hebrew word for “helper” is ezer (azad).  On the surface that seems to indicate 
subordination, but not necessarily.  The same Hebrew word is used in other places in the Old 
Testament to describe God.  God is called a “helper” to humans and that certainly doesn’t make 
him subordinate to humans.  This word is best understood as one who complements man or 
completes man.  Again the NRSV is helpful…”It is not good that the man should be alone; I will 
make him a helper as his partner.”  The idea is partnership not subordination.   

“So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of 
his ribs and closed up the flesh at that place.  The Lord God fashioned into a woman the rib 
which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man.  The man said, “This is now 
bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, because she was taken 
out of Man.”  For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his 
wife; and they shall become one flesh.”  (Gen 2:21-24).  This teaches that man was created first 
and woman was created from man.  Is that of any significance?  We’ll see.  Keep reading.   



In Chapter 3 the serpent enters the picture.  He tempts the woman to eat from the tree.  
”When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, 
and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate…” (Gen 
3:6a).  Interesting side note here.  I was always under the impression that the woman and the 
serpent were alone.  In other words, Adam was off in another part of the garden.  The serpent 
tempted the woman and then she went and found Adam and tempted him to eat.  That’s not 
what the text says.  ”…and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate.” (Gen 3:6b).  I 
point that out just to say that although Eve was the first to sin, Adam was right there with her.  
Both sinned and both suffered the consequences.  Of importance to our study are the 
consequences for the woman because he says… ”To the woman He said, “I will greatly 
multiply your pain in childbirth, in pain you will bring forth children; yet your desire will be for 
your husband, and he will rule over you.” (Gen 3:16).  Other than the order of creation this is 
first indication we have of man ruling woman.  What does that mean?  

Ok, let’s go back to last week.  You remember the egalitarians and complmentarians?  Here’s 
the way the two different sides understanding the creation story.  An egalitarian says that the 
act of male dominion and female submission is a direct result of the Fall.  It was not how God 
originally created things.  He originally created them male and female equal and in perfect 
partnership but as result of sin the male began to dominate and the roles become unequal.  
This was not the original intention of Creation, it was due to the Fall.  Jesus came to redeem 
creation to reestablish the created order of things.  Therefore, in God’s kingdom there is no 
male and female but all are one in Christ Jesus (Gal 3:28).  Prior to the Fall there is no indication 
that male is superior to female.  It’s only after sin enters the world that men begin to rule over 
women.    
 
A complmentarian says that the act of male headship and female submission is something that 
existed prior to the Fall.  This was part of God’s original plan for Creation.  They point to the fact 
that Adam was created first and then Eve and Eve was created from Adam as a partner or 
helpmate for him.  What happened at the Fall was not the establishment of different roles but a 
perversion of those roles.  Before sin the two existed in perfect partnership.  Male leadership 
was not about ruling but about serving, but after sin things changed.  As one scholar put it, 
“love and cherish became desire and dominate.”  Jesus came to redeem creation and 
reestablish the created order of things.  Not the doing way of male/female differences but the 
intent that men lead in the right spirit and the women submit in the right spirit (which is 
beautifully explained in Ephesians 4).   
 

So where does that leave us?  Looking at Genesis as a stand alone text, I find the egalitarian 
arguments very compelling.  I don’t think there’s anything in the text that suggests male 
headship and female submission prior to the Fall.  I see where both are created in the image of 
God and both are told to rule over the earth.  I see the imagery of two becoming one, exhibiting 
the perfect partnership and equality that existed.  The only thing that would hint at male 
headship is the fact that he was created first, but in a Western culture and mindset that means 
little.  The fact that I was born first means little to my family.  My siblings are all equal in my 
parent’s eyes and we’ll all receive equal inheritance.  However, that was not the case in the 



ancient Eastern culture.  The birth order meant something and the created order meant 
something.  Therefore, they would have had a different understanding of this story.  Perhaps 
they would have seen a distinction between the genders from the very outset, which brings me 
over to the other side.   There are differences between male and female and those differences 
existed prior to the Fall.  They didn’t look like what they look like now.  Instead they existed in 
harmony and partnership.  The male and female complemented each other without the power 
struggles and abuses we see in a fallen world.   
 
So I line up a little more with the complementarians.  That’s not necessarily because of my 
interpretation of Genesis.  As a result of reading the text I would not conclude that man was 
over woman simply based on the order of creation.  However, that is exactly how the apostle 
Paul understood it and it’s precisely the way the New Testament interprets the Old Testament 
(in which case I yield to Paul and the New Testament).  In 1st Cor 11, when explaining why 
women should where head coverings in worship, Paul writes, ”For man does not originate from 
woman, but woman from man;  for indeed man was not created for the woman’s sake, but 
woman for the man’s sake.” (1st Cor 11:8-9).  However, he’s quick to point out that this does 
not mean domination but partnership.  “However, in the Lord, neither is woman independent 
of man, nor is man independent of woman. For as the woman originates from the man, so 
also the man has his birth through the woman; and all things originate from God.” (1 Cor 
11:11-12).  Paul believes that Genesis establishes hierarchy, as he does in 1st Timothy 2, but 
he’s still quick to point back to partnership and mutual submission.     
 
Is you’re head hurting yet?  Good.  It gets much easier from here.  I had to really dig in here 
because it’s critical to how we read the rest of the Bible.  Just to be clear.  What I’m telling you 
is that I believe male headship is a Biblical principle, which puts me in the complmentarian 
camp.  However, I believe that men have abused and misunderstood that privilege in the past 
and we’ve extended it into areas in which it should not have gone.  In other words, we have 
often denied certain freedoms to women, in the name of this principle, that are not denied 
them in the Bible.  It’s to those that we turn our attention next week as we look at women in 
the life of Israel and the ministry of Jesus.   


