
 
 

 

 

 

Week 4 – moving from fear to faith 
1-22-2017 
 
Start THINKING  

• We asked a similar question last week. Is there a big dream in your heart now that scares you? 
• If the answer to the question above was “No,” does that concern you? Why or why not?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
START Talking 

• Have you ever had to make a decision or take a risk and you felt alone? What was the impact of that decision? How did it turn 
out? 

• Andy Stanley said that, at best, we will only be about 80% certain when making a decision on something. How does it make you 
feel when you can’t have absolute certainly? Does what you do depend on the gravity of the decision or pure conviction? 

 
 Read Matthew 14:22-33 

• I am so glad that Russ included this story in this series. It is one of the all-time great stories of the Bible. I don’t think I am 
overstating it here. This was a breakthrough in the evolution of the twelve closest followers of Jesus to becoming THE Twelve 
(disciples/apostles). How did one man’s impulsive and “foolish” decision to get out of a boat over deep water model faithfulness 
and commitment to us today? 

• Jesus said, “Take courage! (I am here) Don’t be afraid.” Our goal is to grow spiritually to be more like Jesus. How do you know 
that you believe this about Jesus in your daily life and how do you know you struggle with it? 

• Spiritually speaking, do you find that you are more like Peter, stepping out of the boat and taking the risk, or like the 11 in the 
boat asking, “Why did you get out of the boat?” 

• For Peter, the fact that Jesus told him to “come” was all he needed to know to get him out of the boat. That’s a huge faith win for 
Peter. In your life, is God’s calling/leading simply enough for you to respond, or do you know you need more? (I think the 
answer for most of us is the latter. We need some time to process and more assurance of the result. It’s a faith thing. It 
often reveals the difference between what is important to us and what is important to God.) 

• When have you impulsively said “Yes” to something big then immediately began to sweat about it?  
 
Why take the risk?   

• Talk about these statements that Russ made and share your struggles with stepping out on faith. 
“We learn more from failure than our success.” 

“We learn and grow more from taking risks than sitting still” 
“We learn and grow more from experiencing God’s call firsthand than  

watching others experience it.” 
 
START Praying  

• Learn to infuse worship into your group time. Pray for one another’s needs and for God’s desires to become ours. 

Maury Hills Community Groups 
Sermon studies 

This series is all about faith, fear, questioning and getting to know what makes God tick. That may sound a little strange to think about 
God that way but have you really thought much about it? What really drives God? Is he adventurous? Is he cautious? What truly 
occupies his thoughts most of the time? These are good questions. How can we even know the answers to these things? He is a 
mysterious God. We can know what’s in the heart of God. He reveals it throughout the Bible in story after story of how he called 
people to go and walked with them all the way. He is still doing that today. He is still amazing. What can we learn from him? 


